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Dec. 15, 1997

To:
Pesticide Applicator Training Specialists and Extension Educators

From:
Robert E. Wolf


Extension Specialist – Pesticide Applicator Training/Agricultural Engineering

RE:
New!! Minimizing Spray Drift Slide Set and Presentation Guide 

As you may be aware, John Impson recently indicated that the 1998 training season should place a special emphasis on educating applicators about spray drift minimization.  As chairman of the Education sub-committee for the National Coalition for Drift Minimization, I have agreed to prepare educational material appropriate for use in current PAT sessions for both commercial and private groups.  My work involves to major items.  The main project is the development of a 20 to 25 minute video, which is nearing completion and is expected to be available soon after the first of the year.   The second project was the development of a slide set.

I am pleased to announce the completion of the new slide set – ‘Minimizing Spray Drift’.  The slide set has been designed for incorporation into your current Pesticide Applicator Training Programs.  The 20 slides provide a basic understanding of spray drift with a special emphasis on spray droplet size.  The slide set is structured for a 20 –25 minute time frame and is appropriate for all audiences (growers, commercial applicators, manager of applicators, crop protection product dealers, chemical company representatives, consultants, etc.  By adding a few slides, this set would be appropriate for use in a more in-depth meeting regarding the issues of spray drift.

The accompanying guide is not a script and should not be used as such.  It was put together to help you formulate comments about the slides.  As you can see many of the drift-causing factors are not new; however, a strong emphasis is placed on the relationship of spray droplet size to drift potential.  It is also important to understand that new technology with spray nozzles and other equipment is now available that will through educational programs such as this help provide better information to applicators and others with influence in the spray industry.  It is also important to understand the influence of various environmental factors, specifically the wind (speed and direction) and other atmospheric conditions such as inversions.  Those who spray must understand that when certain conditions exist, they should halt the spray process until more favorable conditions exist. 

Everyone must be concerned about reducing spray drift.  It is our role as educators to facilitate the message; otherwise, more stringent enforcement policies will control the application process in the future.
